10/03/2005 13:42 7325498486 


WALTER TENCZA JR 


PAGE 


In the claims; 

1 . (currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a first device, which includes a first stick having a first tip; 

a second device which includes a second stick having a second tip; and 

a third device, which includes a first hollow tube in which a spring is located; 

wherein the first device is connected to the third device so that the first stick can pivot with 
respect to the third device; 

wherein the second device is connected to the third device so that the second stick can 
pivot with respect to the third device; 

wherein in a rest state, the spring causes the first stick to be separated from the second 
stick so that the first tip and the second tip do not contact each other; 

and wherein the first stick and the second stick can be pressed together into a 
compressed state, so that the first stick pivots with respect to the third device, the second stick 

pivots with respect to the third device, the spring is compressed by the first and second devices, 

s 

and the first tip and the second tip come into contact with each other; 

and whnrein thft first hollow tuba and tha spring ar* distinct from *nr* rthnr 

2 (original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 

the third device includes a block portion, which is fixed to the first hollow tube. 

3. (original) The apparatus of claim 2 

wherein the first device includes a second hollow tube connected to a first extension, 

wherein the first stick can be inserted into the second hollow tube; 

wherein the first extension can be inserted into a first slot of the block portion; 
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wherein the second device includes a third hollow tube connected to a second extension; 

wherein the second stick can be inserted into the third hollow tube; and 

and wherein the second extension can be inserted Into a second slot of the block portion. 

4. (original) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein 

the block portion includes a first opening through which a first pin can be inserted to 
connect the first device to the third device and to allow the first device to pivot with respect to the 
third device; 

and the block portion includes a second opening through which a second pin can be 
inserted to connect the second device to the third device and to allow the second device to pivot 
with respect to the third device. 

5. (original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 

wherein the first device includes a second hollow tube and a first fastener; 

wherein the first stick can be inserted into the second hollow tube and attached to the 
second hollow tube by the first fastener; 

wherein the second device includes a third hollow tube and a second fastener; and 

wherein the second stick can be inserted into the third hollow tube and attached to the 
third hollow tube by the second fastener 

6. (original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising 

a container for storing the third device. 

7. (currently amended) A method comprising; 
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providing a first device, which includes a first stick having a first tip; 
providing a second device which includes a second stick having a second tip; and 
providing a third device, which includes a first hollow tube in which a spring is located; 
connecting the first device to the third device so that the first stick can pivot with respect to 
the third device; 

connecting the second device to the third device so that the second stick can pivot with 

respect to the third device; 

wherein in a rest state, the spring causes the first stick to be separated from the second 

stick so that the first tip and the second tip do not contact each other; 

and wherein the first stick and the second stick can be pressed together into a 

compressed state, so that the first stick pivots with respect to the third device, the second stick 

pivots with respect to the third device, the spring is compressed by the first and second devices, 

and the first tip and the second tip come into contact with each other; 

wherein the third device includes a blank portin g which jfl fixed to the first hollow tube- 

wherein the first device includes a fteonnd hollow tuba connected to a first extension- 

wherein the first stick can be inserted into the second h ollow tuhe; 

Wherein the first extension can he inserted into a first qIo| of the block portion- 

Whfifftin thfl fipfiftnd device includes a third hollow tube connected to a s econd extension- 

whp.rftin thp sprnnrt stick nan he inserted into the third hniinw tune- and 

and Wherein the second extension can he inserted into a SfiCQDd «l"t o f the Mock portion 

8. (currently amended) The method of daim 7 wherein 

the first hnllnw tube and the soring are distinct fmm each oth«r 

the third d evice inclu d es a bl ock pu i tiun, wh i c h is fix ed to the f i rs t h o llow t ub e . 
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9. (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 9 2 wherein 

the block portion includes a first opening through which a first pin can be inserted to 
connect the first device to the third device and to allow the first device to pivot with respect to the 
third device; 

and the block portion includes a second opening through which a second pin can be 
inserted to connect the second device to the third device and to allow the second device to pivot 
with respect to the third device. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method comprising: 

providing a find device r which includes a first stick having a first tin: 
providing a ftfifinnri device which includes a second stick having a second tip: and 
providing a third dpvicft, which includes a first hollow tube in which a spring is located: 
connecting the first device to the third device so that the first stick can pivot with respect to 

connecting the second device to the third device so that the second stink nan pivnt with 
mspfict tn thft third device- 

wherein In a rest state the spring causes the first stick to he separated from the second 
stick so that the first tin and the second tip do not contact each other- 

wherein the first stick and the second stick can he pressed t ogether into a compressed 
state so that the first stick pivots with respect to the third d evice the se cond stick pivots with 
respect to the third device, the soring is compressed hy the first and second devices and the first 
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tip and the second tip mme into contact with ftanh Qtbac 
T h e method of c l a i m 7 wherein 

the first device includes a second hollow tube and a first fastener; 

wherein the first stick can be inserted into the second hollow tube and attached to the 
second hollow tube by the first fastener; 

wherein the second device includes a third hollow tube and a second fastener; and 

wherein the second stick can be inserted into the third hollow tube and attached to the 
third hollow tube by the second fastener. 

12. (new) An apparatus for holding and using a first chopstick and a second chopstick comprising 

a first hollow tube connected to a first extension; 

a second hollow tube connected to a second extension; 

a device having a first slot and a second slot opposite the first slot; 

a spring attached to the device and oriented so that in a rest state the spring is 
substantially perpendicular to the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube; 

wherein the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube are biased by the spring, so that 
in the rest state, the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube are substantially parallel to each 
other; 

wherein the first extension lies at least partially inside of the first slot; 

wherein the second extension lies at least partially inside of the second slot; 

wherein the first hollow tube and the second hoNow tube are spaced apart; 

and further comprising a first pin inserted through an opening in the first extension and 
through a first opening in the device, wherein the first pin thereby connects the first extension to 
the device so that the first extension and the first hollow tube can pivot to at least some extent with 
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respect to the device using the first pin as a first pivot point; 

a second pin inserted through an opening in the second extension and through a second 

opening in the device, wherein the second pin thereby connects the second extension to the 

device so that the second extension and the second hollow tube can pivot to at least some extent 

with respect to the device using the second pin as a second pivot point; 
wherein the first pivot point and the second pivot point differ 
wherein the first chopstick can be inserted into the first hollow tube and the second 

chopstick can be inserted into the second hollow tube so that in the rest state the first chopstick 

and the second chopstick are substantially parallel to each other. 

13. (new) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein 

the device is a block structure which in the rest state is substantially perpendicular to the 
first hollow tube and the second hollow tube. 

14. (new) The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising 

the first chopstick; and 
the second chopstick. 

15. (new) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein 

the first extension is fixed to an outside surface of the first hollow tube and the first 
extension projects outward substantially perpendicularly from the outside surface of the first 
hollow tube; and 

the second extension is fixed to an outside surface of the second hollow tube and the 
second extension projects outward substantially perpendicularly from the outside surface of the 

7 


PAGE 9/14 * RCVD AT 10/312005 1 :57:35 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/32 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7325498486 * DURATION (mrn-ss):06»24 


10/J03/2Q85 13:42 7325498486 


WALTER TENCZA JR 


PAGE 


second hollow tube. 

16. (new) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein 

the spring lies within a third hollow tube, wherein the spring is distinct from the third hollow 

tube; 

wherein in the rest state, the third hollow tube is substantially perpendicular to the first 
hollow tube and the second hollow tube; 

and wherein the third hollow tube is fixed to the device. 

17. (new) The apparatus of claim 13 wherein 

the block structure has a first curved surface, which is adjacent the first hollow tube and 
which limits the extent to which the first hollow tube can pivot which respect to the device; and 

the block structure has a second curved surface opposite the first curved surface, wherein 
the second curved surface is adjacent to the second hollow tube, and the second curved surface 
limits the extent to which the second hollow tube can pivot with respect to the device. 

18. (new) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein 

the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube are spaced apart by about the length of a 
dimension of the device. 
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